A Meeting of the Animal Control will be held as follows:

Date: Tuesday 20 January 2026
Time: 3:00pm

Venue: Council Chambers, 105 Tainui Street, Greymouth

Joanne Soderlund
Chief Executive

AGENDA

Members:
Chair: Councillor Jack O'Connor
Members: Councillor Kate Kennedy

Councillor Paulette Birchfield

(Quorum 2 members)

Contact Telephone: 03 7698600
Email: trish.jellyman@greydc.govt.nz
Website: https://www.greydc.govt.nz/our-council/agendas-and-minutes/Pages/default.aspx

The information in this document is provided to facilitate good competent decisions by Council and does in
no way reflect the views of Council. Reports and recommendations contained in this agenda are not to be
considered as Council policy until adopted.



TERMS OF REFERENCE

Type of Committee

Council Committee

Subordinate to:

Council

Subordinate Committee

None

Legislative Basis

Created by Council pursuant to the Dog Control Act

Membership Chair: CrJack O’Connor
Member: Cr Kate Kennedy
Member: Cr Paulette Birchfield
Quorum Two members (2)

Meeting frequency

As and when required.

Terms of Reference

e To hear and determine appeals to
classifications of dogs.

Limits to Delegation

The principles of natural justice must be adhered to
and be applied.

Power to Act.

Full delegation.

Referral to Council

The minutes of the Committee serve before Council
for information.

Management responsibility

Group Manager Economic Development &
Regulatory Services




SUB-COMMITTEE IN OPEN MEETING

GENERAL BUSINESS AND TABLED ITEMS

ltems not on the agenda for the meeting require a resolution under section 46A of the Local Government
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 stating the reasons why the item was not on the agenda and why
it cannot be dealt with at a subsequent meeting on the basis of a full agenda item. It is important to note
that late items can only be dealt with when special circumstances exist and not as a means of avoiding or
frustrating the requirements in the Act relating to notice, agendas, agenda format and content.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MEMBERS’ INTERESTS) ACT 1968

Sub-Committee members are reminded that if he/she has a direct or indirect interest in any item on the
agenda be it pecuniary or on grounds of bias and predetermination, then he/she must declare this interest
and refrain from discussing or voting on this item.
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1 APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

1.1 APOLOGIES

Cr Paulette Birchfield is on leave of absence from 20/01/26 to 20/01/26

1.2 UPDATES TO THE INTERESTS REGISTER

Sub-Committee members to please advise if there are any changes to be made to the current
Interests Register.

13 IDENTIFY ANY CONFLICTS OF INTERESTS IN THE AGENDA

Notification from committee members of:

1.3.1 Any interests that may create a conflict with their role as a committee member relating
to the items of business for this meeting (prior to taking part in the deliberation of a
particular item); and

1.3.2 Any interests in items in which they have a direct or indirect pecuniary interest as
provided for in the Local Authorities (Members’ Interests) Act 1968.

1.4 NOTIFICATION OF LATE ITEMS

Where an item if not on the agenda for a meeting, that item may be dealt with at that meeting if:
1.4.1 The Committee by resolution so decides; and

1.4.2 The Chairperson explains at the meeting at a time when it is open to the public the reason
why the item is not on the agenda, and the reason why the discussion of the item cannot
be delayed until a subsequent meeting.
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2 AGENDA ITEMS

2.1 OBJECTION TO MENACING DOG CLASSIFICATION UNDER SECTION 33B (1) (A) (B) DOG CONTROL

ACT 1996
File Number:
Report Author: Animal Management Officer
Report Authoriser:  Group Manager of Economic Development and Regulatory Services

Appendices:

Appendix A - Victim A Statement

Appendix B - Victim A Injury

Appendix C - Warning Letter

Appendix D - Victim B Statement

Appendix E - Victim B Injury

Appendix F - Dog Owner Statement

Appendix G - Classification Report

Appendix H - Classification Letter

Appendix | - Letter of Objection to Classifiction

LN A WNRE

1. REPORT PURPOSE

1.1.

This report seeks the Hearing Panel’s consideration and decision on the objection lodged by
against the classification off her dog, - as a menacing dog under section
33A (2) of the Dog Control Act 1996 (the Act).

2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.

2.7.
2.8.

2.9.

On 1 April 2024 Council received a letter of complaint from _ advising

that, on the 16 March 2024 their son , had been frightened by a dog on the footpath on
_. sustained a graze on his leg caused by the dog -

attempting to bite him. A statement was provided by the victim outlining the incident. See
Appendix A.

The dog is a described as brown 3-year-old, male Rhodesian Ridgeback named -This dog is
currently registered and has been desexed.

Council was provided with a photograph of_. See Appendix B.

On 4 April 2024 Council issued a warning letter to the dog owner following the above incident.
The warning letter advised that should there be a further incident the dog may be classified. See
Appendix C.

On 22 August 2025 at 12:45pm, a call came through to Council regarding a dog attack on

Animal Control arrived at the victim’s house at 12:58pm on 22 August 2025. Animal Control
took a statement from the victim. See Appendix D.

Animal Control took photo of the bite mark. See Appendix E.

Animal Control then spoke to owner of the dog and requested the owner to provide a statement.

_ then provided a statement. See Appendix F.

Following this incident, Animal Control staff then prepared a report and recommendation that
the dog- be classified. See Appendix G.

Item 2.1
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2.10. On9 October 2025 the dog’s owner was notified that the dog- was classified as a menacing
dog under section 33A (2) of the Dog Control Act 1996 (the Act). Appendix H.

2.11. The dog owner appealed the classification on 6 November 2025. See Appendix I.

3. OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
That the Animal Control Committee:
1. The Committee receive the report and,

2. In accordance with section 33B (2) of the Dog Control Act 1996 (committee) in considering the
objection under subsection (1) may uphold or rescind the classification.

3. The committee must have regard to:
(a) The evidence which formed the basis for the classification; and
(b) Any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or animals; and
(c) The matter relied on in support of the objection; and

(d) Any other relevant matters.

4. CONCLUSION

4.1. Animal Management believe that this dog is a threat to any person, stock, poultry, domestic
animal, or protected wildlife because of observed or reported behaviour of the dog in
accordance with section 33A(1)(B)(l) of the Dog Control Act 1996.

5. CONSIDERATIONS
5.1. Legal and Legislative Implications.
5.2. Potential to prosecute:

5.2.1.  There is sufficient evidence for prosecution of the owner of the dog under the Dog
Control Act Section 57.

5.2.2.  The publicinterest in a prosecution is negligible.

5.2.3.  Witness statement, photographic records of injuries are held on file.

5.3. Financial
5.3.1.  All associated costs are within exiting budgets.
5.4. Existing Policy and Strategy Implications
5.4.1.  This decision is consistent with existing Council policies.
5.5. Fit with Purpose of Local Government Statement
5.5.1.  This decision helps promote the social purpose of the Local Government Act.
5.6. Effects on Mana whenua

5.6.1. No effects occur as a result of this decision.
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5.7. Significance and Engagement

5.7.1.  The matter does not require public consultation.

Level of Explanation of

Issue -
Significance Assessment

Members of the public are
Low unlikely to be interested in
Council decisions.

Is there a high level of public interest, or is
decision likely to be controversial?

Does the decision relate to a strategic
asset? (refer Significance and Engagement | No
Policy for list of strategic assets)

No assets involved in this
decision

Does the decision create a substantial
change in the level of service provided by No
Council?

No changes to levels of
service.

Does the proposal, activity or decision
substantially affect debt, rates or Council No The activity is within
finances in any one year or more of the existing budgets.

LTP?

Does the decision involve the sale of a

. . . Not related to CCO or
substantial proportion or controlling No

interest in a CCO or CCTO? ccTo.
Does the proposal or decision involve entry
into a private sector partnership or NG N/A

contract to carry out the delivery on any
Council group of activities?

Does the proposal or decision involve
Council exiting from or entering into a No N/A
group of activities?

6. NEXT STEPS

6.1. Following the decision to classify the dog as Menacing, the Councils Animal Management Officer
will supply the dog owner with the correct information moving forward.

6.2. This dog is registered to but- son has a big part in taking care of-and
staff would like to make sure [jll is aware of the requirements of the classification.

Confirmation of Statutory Compliance

Compliance with Statutory Decision-making Requirements (ss 76 - 81 Local Government Act 2002).
(a)  This report contains:

(i) sufficient information about all reasonably practicable options identified and assessed in
terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and

(ii)  adequate consideration of the views and preferences of affected and interested persons
bearing in mind any proposed or previous community engagement.

(b)  Theinformation reflects the level of significance of the matters covered by the report, as determined
in accordance with the Council's significance and engagement policy.

Item 2.1 Page 8 of 19
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Appendix A

Statement 1ron_"ak;en‘-on,1 April 2024

’

On Saturday 16thMarch _vefe going scootenng. when r—

and 1_ot bored of waiting for Dad and Mum,who weren’t scootering, to walk
and catch up, spfwe(wcm_,ah.ead,and evemual‘ly my brother.got scared and waited for
my.parents to ‘catch upiBut | kept on goingona loop back tol my Il ouse: About 20
minutes before | would have arrived, | camc along a:man with his two dogs on™erseer
—one dog beemcd ‘orhavejescaped hence why the man came out of the gate with
nls ot'\er aogfol cwmg .The ‘one that seems;to have escaped came over to me and
‘started barking at me, when the man;told ‘me don't worry he won't bite, while}’
procleed\'ngto call backthe dog: So!l got on my scooter and slowly started.going past,
‘whenthe dog came realty;close to me and Bcgaih to bark,more aggressively before:

P

' trymgto go inand bite. me. I'did not have enougm time to get off my scooter to defend
myself But lucklvl had mlck pan‘s;ﬁ)nd the dog seemed to reconsider bmng me before
‘scrap.mg'my'leg (with his teethiin a biting ‘_mono_n), Thenhe ,barke.d,,at me again fora:
moment and ‘s;égteq retreating back towards his-gate, then the man locked the dogs in
his property and came to see ifl was okay. He apologised to me and asked to see the
wound! | sﬁgwed, him and, then he didn’t seem so worried. | said!| would go back to my,
home then:he said bye and | started scootering back and told my that
were home atimy | ecause my Mium; Dad and Brother weren’t back yet,, We then|
waited about10-15 minutes before.losing patience and going to find my parents and my|
brother! So my'-w'ho was over from England at the time on holiday as wetl,;
hopped into the car; with my parents location unbeknownst, we, failed.1o,find them so -
we wentbackio/ MMy AR iscessed what we should do before calling
my, _paremé and;theyjtolduus where they'were.. ({\ffér the call we realised they were near
where the dog's home was). We then waited another 5 minutes and was wondering
what was.taki'r;s_g them so long, so | went to a high point'at the 'e:nvd'of the road to see

. where they were and couidn’t see them, so,| waited another 5 minutes and didthe

same. The,second time i found my parents and told them what had happenéd. We went!
‘Savk file] | and cleaned my, wobnd‘ putice on it:and we put some arnica cream on it..
Me, my Mum and Dadwerw to look atthe dog's propcrty, once we were there we
dccud"d to contactithé council!

The prooeny was just about 30 seconds walklngafter a_
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GR
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DISTRICT COUNCIL

4t April 2024

Dear Sir,

On Wednesday 20" March 2024 Animal Control Officers (ACOs) received reports that your dog, a Male
Rhodesian Ridgeback, had rushed out from the back of your property on || i bite a young immmm
whio was scootering along the footpath. The witness; reported that your dog was not under control at the time
and that you had difficulty calling the: dog back.

The incident: caused the young boy te have some: scratch marks: on his leg and| bruising. He alsa said that the
dog was very aggressive towards: him and he was very frightened. We understand that the issue is when your
back gate is open so in the: future for safety of the community council asks if you could please make: sure
when you have your back gate open you have your dogs secured.

We do not. seek tai classify your dog at this time but please be aware that we may escalate: should our requests
and advice: not, be followed| or if further incidents oceur.,

Yours sincerely,

Animal Cantral Officer
Grey District Cauncil

Appendix C

Y A_n,_‘.__/l/)__n'
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Appendix D
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Appendix F

[EXTERNAL EMAIL) This email is:frorn an.extesnal source, be casefut withjany lipks; attachmeénts and

e it may concern
| ! C

Ilputled] up with al trailertoad-of fir
peopte then letimy dog ot to put him in.the gate so!lcould
unhook my traiter, As we went down the drive: some gut from behind a bus [on his

property M being a good guard dog barked at:him Ik ept walking towards:him. (ke pt
l,'il'kh;];"(H'(fl‘l;_)[}()(ﬂ Hign'or the; buitt, | was catling ot no Jill'"as this happened. SR a ked'up the
stiget 4l bit and turned back and walked back.into his|house:. As he did | apotogized and put [~
the |110;J~:r(‘,;.-u:vt:m viciously attacked anyone hes just a :;vr)1(7«_;1|3«‘() dog-its.inthere breed very
loyal dogs im ;;f.in'd ivé gothirp'asiinthe past ive looked out the w{n(low:n'td:t',lwe'rc s been people in my
back yard watching me ive'’chased them downlthe 'stréet have a'dog gives'a bit of securityi, Ive Buiit

the foofpaths to.sae if therejwere a

fences on theipropertyito keep! them:in which workimestthe time.,My mother and myself have

i & Bit! bt gutsimeé a bit he'went: to.you guys wish hie just accepted my!
apo'ogy instead of causing all thistdtama: Il understand i could'getialfine oves this. which im nothappy
;nIJ-)a-n g 'tthave much money and wouldibe happy to do some work instead. And im happy for
youlto come wisit|bazilto susihis|temperament.,

|‘()‘..1:ud-m's him u

do

Regards;

Item 2.1 - Appendix 6 Page 14 of 19



Animal Control Agenda 20 January 2026

Appendix G

Incident: Report: Dog Unsecured and attacked person

Date of Incident: 22" August 2025

Location of Incident:
Report Prepared by:

Date of Report: 18" September 2025

Summary of Incident:

On 22" August 2025, -\:a:i observed existing his owner’s vehicle which was parked on
the driveway which is located at the back of next door to G
had gotten out of his truck and Ijjforewed. NG

(vietm) was walkmg along footpath when|JJJpproached him and bite him.

The owner of the dog was on site af the time, and an investigation was initiated. The dog Has
a previous history which will be factored into the outcome.

Details of the Incident:

On 227 August 2025 at 12:40pm, -\sas observed, existing his owner's vehiele which was
parked. on the driveway which 1s located at the back of next door fo
_()\\"me)‘t_h-zld. gotten out of his truck and EEEEfollowed G
i) was walking along the f; h on opened his
vehicle door and [rushed oue mwardsﬁ circled around I and then

B <d hack and -ml‘d‘-thai -wd just

apolegized, and arried on his walk.

laiched onio his

hitten him, -

()nu:-wa;\ ]mmc.connlactcd Animal control.

Investigation and Findings:

Upon investigation, statement and photos where taken by GDC AMO at 12:58pm on the
22/8/2025 at the address of where the vietim resides.

AMO then fellowed up by talking te the owner of the dog and making sure he had the dog
secured. in which he did. AMO pasted on their card and requested a statement: from them as
well. Staterment was! provided by owner of dog via email on the 24/8¢2025.
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Statement provided fiom both parties painted two slightly different stories.

Action Taken:

I. Final Warning Letter Issued:
On 4" April 2024 — Jeter was issued regarding howing aggression. o a
member of the public whilst unsecured and off property.

2. Classification — Menacing: Due fo Final warning letter previously been issued 1 feel
that Classification, is the carrect way to move farward.

Canclusion:

The dog in question has previcusly been issued withi a notice and has now bitten an
individuat. Given this incident, the dog should be classified as menacing due to its
dentonstrated aggressive behaviour.

Report Filed by:
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Appendix H

MAWHERA

DISTRICT COUNCIL

9" October 2025

Grey, District Council;
tice: 6f- classification of dog as menacing dog

Section, 33A, Pog Caritroli Act 1996:

Dog: Known as
Colour, Tan,; Breed' —Rhodesian Ridgeback, Age-:

RU‘hh’dllml year: 25/26: KL\_I\[I”!I on lag numhcr-

3 years - MAl l Deséxed.

Incidents:

i Apnl 1% 2024, -\ as nhmmul as! h.n ng his: pmpu.\ ,md mpmu hn L a child:w lm was om his

O’ =\ugux1.22 vas; seer xmsunnd on S«mlp H (‘hlsltk his dddh\\ on
hpproacheda: member-of the public’and circled hiny, then laichediohtor his leg,; unprovoxea:

2 262

Statements.and photos. were:provided:

This.is 1o ndtify, yoir that this: dog ‘has been classificd'as a mcnncnig’d'vg‘\mdcr section 33A(2) of the Pog
Contro) Act, 19967,

Fhis is;becaus¢ the Grey, District C ouncil considers.youridog may pose a thréat (o] any, person, stock, pnuhr\'

dsmestic animal’ or jsmlului witdlifé, because, of ﬁq\nnu!‘ behaviour of the dog!,

assiication and your right 4o objectiis prov ided:below.

A summary of the effect’ of the
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Appendix |
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