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Introduction

• Jarrod True – Gaming Machine Association of New Zealand.

• GMANZ supports the retention of the current policy caps (18 venues and 130 

machines).  
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The Current Cap is Reasonable
• There is no new evidence or new concern that has arisen since the policy was last 

reviewed, that would justify a policy change.

• The current cap allows for new venues in the future, in line with population growth.  

• Additional venues will assist with meeting the local demand for grant funding. 
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The Current Cap is Reasonable
• The problem gambling rate is very low: 0.5%.

• There is no link between gaming machine numbers and problem gambling rates.

• In the last 10 years, over 4,500 machines have been removed (a 25% reduction).  
However, over the same period, the problem gambling rate has remained the same.
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Benefits from Gaming
• The machines generate extremely valuable funding for local community and sporting 

groups. 

• 2024: $1,298,182.00 in local grants.

• Player entertainment (69.3% of adult New Zealanders gamble at least once a year).
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The Move to Online Gambling

• Adopting a more restrictive policy is unlikely to reduce 
problem gambling, but will accelerate the migration to 
offshore-based online gambling.
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Online Gambling

• 27% of adults participate in some form of online gambling, with 19% of this group 
doing so weekly.

• The online gambling spend for the 12 months to September 2025 was estimated to be 
$1.36 billion and growing at 10.5% per year.

• The Government has confirmed that online gambling licences will be granted in 
December 2026.

• Online gambling advertising will be permitted.

• Player bonuses and inducements to gamble will be permitted.
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Online Gambling

• Online casino gambling is undesirable.

• Only 4% of online gambling profits will be use for grants.

• No local employment.

• Large prizes.

• Frequent inducements to gamble.
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Questions Welcome
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