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This year has flown by again and Christmas is just around the corner.  It 
has been a busy year for Grey District Council and one that has certainly 
had its ups and downs. 
We know that our communities 
are also having a rough ride getting 
through these challenging financial 
times.  There are, however, a lot 
of positive things happening and 
hopefully we will all look forward to a 
more settled time ahead.

The new library project is going well 
and at this stage is on time and under 
budget. We have great confidence 
in the construction team and their 
past projects and hope that the 
project carries on at good pace and to 
schedule. The tenancies propositions 
for the ground floor are going well and 
we are confident about this vibrant 
new development in our CBD.  

Library usage remains consistent 
at around 6000 people visiting the 
current library facility which is now 
bursting at the seams.  Community 
consultation has taken place seeking 
feedback on what you would like to 
see in the new library and we thank 
everyone who provided input and 
creative ideas and suggestions. We  
hope you will be happy with the result.  
Libraries are not what they used to be 
and our new facility will offer a range 
of play spaces, creative areas, meeting 
and breakaway rooms along with the 
traditional offerings of literature.

With our increasing population growth 
and predicted opportunities coming 
from new mining and minerals and 
other industry, we are committed to 
our public spaces such as the Westland 
Recreation Centre and the new library 
so future generations can continue to 
live, work and play in our district.  

Now we are heading into summer we 
are looking forward to seeing you out 

and about at some of the community’s 
vibrant events. The small committee 
has been working hard on The Hits 
Christmas Carnival and this year some 
new attractions are being brought to 
town for the kids’ area in the Mico/
Court House car park. 

We hope you are all getting your floats 
prepared for the Christmas Parade, 
and the concert on the Friday night 
will have some of our local schools 
performing as well as Cold Rosie, one of 
our awesome local bands. Information, 
dates and times are included in this 
newsletter.  

The Greymouth Business Promotions 
New Year’s Eve Party will once again 
be happening in the Town Square 
along with many other events over 
summer.  A big thank you as well to the 
organisers of the Greymouth Street 
Races which, at the time of writing had 
not taken place but I am sure will have 
been another successful weekend for 
this iconic event.

On a more serious note, Council’s 
insistence that the Government 
provides clear direction in relation 
to SNAs as a basis for any provision 
in the Te Tai o Poutini Plan continues 
unabated. We do not believe that 
there is any basis for Council to put its 
landowners through further stress and 
anguish in this regard. 

Our new CE Joanne Soderlund has 
started at Council and her family are 
loving living in the district.  Joanne will 
be out and about in our community 
and looks forward to meeting you. 

 Joanne’s family are very keen on the 
outdoors and sport, and the children 

have settled in well to school and look 
forward to joining our local sports 
clubs. 

We bid a fond farewell to our Acting 
CE Paul Pretorius who came out of 
retirement to help us out through a 
tough period and brought stability 
to Council during his time back 
with us. His amazing knowledge 
and community focus is invaluable, 
and Council and I cannot thank him 
enough.  Thank you to a great man.

Please remember that we are 
contactable at any time and if you 
would like to meet with myself or my 
councillors, please get in touch.

Tania Gibson

Grey District Mayor

Mayor’s comment



Retirement housing upgrades
Our retirement housing stock is gradually being upgraded as units 
become vacant. 

A Dobson flat (left) was recently refurbished after having been home 
to one of our tenants for 14 years. 

The flat has had new carpet, fresh paint, is now connected to fibre 
broadband and has new LED lighting installed. New linoleum has 
been laid and upgraded heating provided along with a new oven. All 
the old power points have also been replaced, ensuring electrical 
safety for our residents. 

One of our Blackmore Street flats (left) has also been refurbished 
after being home to our tenant for 24 years.

New carpet, fresh paint, and new LED lighting has been installed and 
the unit has been connected to fibre broadband. 

All power points have been replaced and new heating units have also 
been installed to keep our residents warm during the colder months

Thank you to our wonderful team who take great care, not just of the 
units, but of our tenants as well. 

To ensure a Resource Consent or Building Consent is processed before 
Christmas, applications need to be submitted before 5pm Friday 22 
November 2024 (barring any requests for further information or affected 
parties which stop the processing clock).
Building or Resource consents received after 5pm Friday 22 November 2024 are 
not guaranteed to be processed before Christmas. 

However, we’ll do our best to ensure all complete consent applications are issued 
within their statutory time frame.

The Building Act 2004 and the Resource Management Act 1991 state that the 
period between 20 December and 10 January each year is excluded from the 
‘working days count’ for all timeframes. This means that any weekdays during this 
period will not be counted as working days.

Building Inspections

Building inspections will be completed through to 5pm Friday 20 December. 
Inspections should be booked in by Wednesday 18 December. Please don’t leave 
it until the last minute!

Inspections will reopen for bookings on Monday 6 January 2025 with the earliest 
inspection carried out on Wednesday 8 January 2025.

LIM Applications

To ensure a LIM is completed before Christmas, the application needs to be 
submitted on or before Thursday 5 December 2024.

BUILDING & RESOURCE CONSENTS
Christmas processing times  

for 2024-2025



Subscribe to stay in the know
Did you know you can receive the latest news, updates, 
and important information from us straight to your email?

Subscribe to stay in the loop!

Choose what you’d like to hear 
about from newsletters, alerts and 
notifications or media releases.

Use the link below, and fill out the form 
to subscribe. Including the area you live in 
helps us to send you specific information 
that is relevant to you.

Draft Waste Management 
and Minimisation Plan Open 
for Public Consultation
Grey, Westland, and Buller District Councils are seeking 
public submissions on the draft Waste Management and 
Minimisation Plan (WMMP). This six-year strategy aims 
to reduce landfill waste and promote sustainable waste 
practices across the West Coast.

To view the draft plan and learn how to submit feedback, 
visit www.greydc.govt.nz/wmmpconsultation or contact 
info@greydc.govt.nz for more details. 

The consultation period runs from 18 November 2024 to 
17 December 2024.

Your input is crucial in shaping the future of waste 
minimisation in our region.

New cardio machines for WRC 
The Westland Recreation Centre gym has recently replaced 
all the treadmills and cross trainers in the gym, much to the 
delight of our members.

A recumbent cycle and another stairmaster have also been 
added to get the blood pumping and heart rates up.

Our equipment supplier, Lifefitness, has taken any old 
equipment that can be refurbished and it will be sold at 
Turners to recover some of the freight and installation fees 
of the new equipment.

Greening Kōtare Domain
It was all hands on deck for the tree planting at Kōtare 
Domain in September. 

Children from Runanga school planted with Trees from 
Māwhera on Friday 27 September and planting continued  
on Saturday 28 September with volunteers joining Stephan 
from Sartens Gardens and Craig from Rooted Tree Services 
West Coast. 

The trees are all natives some of which were propagated 
and donated by local Mary Trayes.

Thank you to everyone who participated.
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Digital Information Displays for CBD
Two new digital signs in Greymouth will provide 
information and updates to visitors and locals alike.
The signs have been fully funded through the Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund so there has been no cost to local 
ratepayers. While they are dedicated to providing updates 
about Freedom Camping legislation and changes, they 
also provide an avenue for Council to share details of 
upcoming events and other important information.

Grey District Council General Manager Operations Aaron 
Haymes says the screens are a valuable addition to 
Council’s communication channels.

“While they’ve been funded to provide information about 
Freedom Camping – where people can and can’t park 
up, what has changed in the rules, what’s expected of 
our visitors, that sort of thing – they also give us a new 
channel to share details of upcoming events, important 
Council updates and information important to our 
community.

“Over time, we also see these digital displays as an 
opportunity to bring in advertising income and give 
local businesses and community groups a place to 
share their updates as well.”

Mr Haymes says the signs have been installed outside the 

Regent Theatre and on the corner of Tainui and MacKay 
Streets, outside the BNZ building. He says the positions 
were chosen for high foot traffic and ease of viewing.

“These signs are standard across the country for  
outdoor advertising and information sharing. They’re 
strong, weather-proof and bright enough to be read in 
any conditions.

“We’re really looking forward to seeing the 
information we share on these develop and grow over 
the coming months.”
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