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It’s such a privilege to represent
you as Mayor, and I’m truly
honoured to have been re-
elected for another term. We all
know things are tough right
now, here on the Coast and
across the country, and there’s
no easy road ahead. But there’s
also plenty to feel positive
about. The new library is set to
open before the end of April
2026, and it will be a real
cornerstone for our central
business district. From the start,
the vision for this project has
been to bring new life into the
heart of Greymouth, boost
investor confidence, and inspire
more development in our town.

Right next door, Ngāti Waewae
have exciting plans for a new
building of their own. There is
further work lined up for the
Greymouth port, with support
from government funding. I’m
also continuing to work closely
with the West Coast Mayors,
Chairs and Iwi group. Having a
strong regional voice, especially
when we’re talking to central
government about issues like
rates affordability, is absolutely
vital.

NEWSLETTER
Mayor’s Comment
Times are changing, but as we start this new three-year council term, I’m proud to say we
have a team of experienced councillors around the table. There’s one new face this term — a
warm welcome to Paulette Birchfield, and a heartfelt thank you to John Canning for his
service. We’re also fortunate to have a strong management team at the Council, and together
we’re ready to keep building on the good work already underway.

The Local Water Done Well
reforms will bring extra costs as
councils across the country face
a backlog of expensive work.
We’ll be making sure the
Government understands what
that means for our community,
because we simply can’t keep
doing things the same way.
We’re also still pushing for
mining royalties to be returned
to the region, to help fund
much-needed infrastructure.

As we look to the future, I want
to thank everyone who put their
hand up to stand for Council,
and to the thousands who took
the time to vote. Your support
and engagement really do make
a difference.

Tania Gibson
Grey District Mayor



BUILDING & RESOURCE CONSENTS
Christmas processing times

 for 2025-2026

Let’s Sort Our Recycling
Bin Audits Underway
Our new Waste Management Services contract with Smart
Environmental began on 1 July. As part of the contract,
monthly bin audits will now take place across the Grey
District. These audits are designed to help residents recycle
correctly and reduce contamination.

How it works – the Traffic Light Tag system:
🟩 Green: Perfect! Your bin is correctly sorted. Keep up the great
work.
🟧 Orange: Some minor issues were found. Your bin will still be
collected, but you’ll receive a Let’s Sort It flyer to help improve next
time.
🟥 Red: Your bin or crate did not follow the rules and won’t be
collected. You’ll receive a warning letter and flyer to explain what
went wrong and how to fix it.

Please make sure your recycling is clean and free from
contamination before it goes in the yellow bin. Why does
clean recycling matter?

Dirty or contaminated recycling:
May be sent to landfill instead of being recycled, which
increases costs for ratepayers 
Creates health and safety risks for staff handling the material 

Need a reminder?
Check out the Let’s Sort It flyer for a quick guide on what belongs
in your yellow bin. The most important thing to remember: wash
your recycling and don’t put other non-recyclable items in the bin.
Do this, and you’ll be seeing green tags every time! 

Our building and planning team will continue processing consent
applications right up until 24 December 2025. However, please note that
the official “working day count” on applications will pause over the
holiday period.

Why?
Under the Building Act 2004 and the Resource Management Act 1991, the days
between 20 December and 10 January are not counted as working days. This
means any weekdays in this period won’t be included in statutory timeframes for
processing consents.

Building Inspections
Inspections will be carried out until 5pm, Monday 22 December 2025.
To avoid delays, please book early rather than leaving it to the last minute.
Bookings will reopen from Monday 5 January 2026.

LIM Applications
To ensure a LIM is completed before Christmas, the application needs to be
submitted on or before Thursday 4 December 2025.



Finding it hard? Not sure what to do?
Call our customer service team 
on 03 769 8600 or email info@greydc.govt.nz

We send out this quarterly
newsletter to keep you
updated on what’s 
happening around
the district.

To sign up for both, visit
haveyoursay.greydc.govt.nz
and scroll down to ‘GDC
newsletter subscription’ – or
simply scan the QR code to
go straight to the signup page.

Grey District Council
105 Tainui Street

PO Box 382 Greymouth 7805
Phone 03 769 8600

Email info@greydc.govt.nz
Facebook.com/GreyDC

Web greydc.govt.nz

Keeping You in the Loop

This is posted with your rates invoice,
unless you’ve opted to receive it by email.
We’ve also launched a new monthly e-
newsletter to provide more regular updates
straight to your inbox.

https://haveyoursay.greydc.govt.nz/


greybpa@gmail.com

What is your preferred way to hear from council? Tick up to three.
Newspaper 
Radio
Email newsletter
Email alerts
Council paper newsletter

Would you like to subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter? 
 Yes:                   No:

Any comments you would like to make? 

Facebook
Instagram 
Tiktok
Website 
Have your Say

Did we consult well on important topics (the future of History
House building, new library, waste minimisation, water services,
policies and bylaws etc)?

Are you happy with the look and maintenance of our
cemeteries?

Are you satisfied with communication from the council?

How would you rate the performance of councillors?

Are you happy with how footpaths are maintained?

The council looks after lots of parks, reserves, and walking tracks –
from the town square, to Dixon Park.
Are you happy with what is provided/how they are maintained?

How would you rate the performance of the mayor?

Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied
QUESTIONS RATING

HOW DID WE DO?

Town or suburb you live in:

Name:
Email address:

Gender: Male / Female / Other (please circle)

$300
$100
$100

Be in to win!

Cut me off, complete & deliver to GDC, 105 Tainui St  or  Greymouth Library

Mandatory field


