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My work as a counsellor in private prac�ce in Westport for over 25 
years, and being a trustee for No 37 Community House Po�kohua 
Trust [Westport] during that �me, has led to a keen understanding 
of mental health and wellbeing, and of the significance of social 
connec�vity. 
 
My understanding of our community and my concerns about this 
applica�on are both personal and professional. 
 
I oppose the applica�on on the basis of concerns about adverse 
effects of heavy trucking on our State Highway  
 
This road is already fragile and high maintenance.  The mining 
proposal raises concerns about the safety for other users and also 
the damage that is likely to be done to the road by the vibra�ons 
and weight of 50 heavy truck and trailer units per day. 
 
This road is the lifeline for our Coast Road communi�es, and 
damage to it, with the subsequent reduc�on to single lane, 
management by traffic lights [frequent, some�mes as many as 
three sets of temporary lights between Runanga and Punakaiki for 
example], or even road closures can have a devasta�ng effect. 
 
My personal experience of urgently needing this road to be open 
and efficient includes rushing  cri�cally ill family members to 
Greymouth hospital, seeking medical aten�on a�er a recent 
personal medical emergency , and two near neighbours suffering 
[eventually fatal] heart atacks in the last six years. 
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There are a significant number of older people in our Coast Road 
popula�on, and this increases the likelihood of medical 
emergencies. 
 
On a daily basis the social aspect of the road and its role in 
community connec�vity is extremely important.  It is one of the 
things that has made it possible for me to stay living here into my 
later years and despite visual impairment. 
 
I oppose the applica�on on the basis of concerns about adverse 
effects on community health and wellbeing. 
 
During my years working out of the Westport Community House 
No 37, I developed a deep understanding of the significance of 
social connec�vity.  The house was used every day by people in 
need of this, so I saw first hand the value of a cohesive community 
and its posi�ve effects on mental and physical wellbeing.  
Extensive research endorses this fundamental human need for 
connec�on. 
 
This mining applica�on threatens our ability to maintain and build 
on a well-established community which includes people of all ages 
and walks of life . Has Tiga considered the impact on the 
community’s wellbeing if we can no longer safely use the main 
road that connects us all ? We are similar to the popula�on of a 
small town, but we are spread out along one road – I refer to State 
Highway 6 from Greymouth to Westport, the stretch of road TiGa 
sees as a trucking route, saying in their applica�on that the trucks 
carrying heavy mineral concentrates “may travel either to 
Westport … or towards Greymouth 
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We have been involved in community ac�vi�es include  being part 
of a cra� shop co-opera�ve for 25 plus years; local civil defence 
groupo ur local book club and the spin off friendships and support 
from that; and atending events in the Barrytown Hall over many 
years.  All these involve safely using the main road and are vital 
ways of maintaining connec�ons with old friends and establishing 
and nurturing new friendships.  
 
I oppose the applica�on on the basis of concerns about adverse 
effects on the environment. 
 
In the 1970s and 80s I was closely involved with an early tāiko 
research study with Sandy Bartle, Derek Onley, and Dr Euan Dunn 
MBE [services to marine conserva�on] of Birdlife Interna�onal2 . 
Their work over many years led to the taiko being recognised as a 
bird of na�onal significance. 
 
I have genuine concerns about the poten�al effects of this mining, 
the processing plant and the trucking on this unique bird of 
na�onal significance.   
 
There has been no research about the poten�al cumula�ve effects 
of a mining industry on the ecosystem at Barrytown. This is of real 
concern, especially with the company’s stated plans to expand 
beyond this site over a 50-year period.  I have children and 
grandchildren who are deeply commited to this environment, to 
sustainability and to the protec�on of the special features, 
environmentally and socially: to its amenity values. 
 
Concerns about Council decision-making processes 

 
2 csap.cam.ac.uk 
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I am concerned about the deeply embedded connec�ons to the 
mining industry present on our Councils, and the influence this 
would appear to have on decision-making such as the inclusion of 
the Barrytown Flats as a Mineral Extrac�on Zone in the proposed 
Te Tai Pou�ni Plan. 
 
Further, it seems that the proposed mine lacks a social licence to 
operate . Council has been approving residen�al building and 
lifestyle blocks along the Coast Road, collec�ng rates for these.  
And now some of these new residents, atracted here by the 
natural environment, are distressed about their investment . 
 
Some long-term Coast Road residents: friends who have spoken to 
me about the mine proposal and are appalled by it, are fa�gued 
by the thought of yet another batle against environmentally 
damaging ac�vity on the Coast Road.  As a result, they may not 
even submit. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Hellyer 
 
13/10/2023 




