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potential of this already threatened species. The proposed mining and trucking during the hours of darkness 
present light distraction threats.  
• The proposal involves heavy use of fossil fuelled mine machinery and trucking. It would generate 
significant new carbon emissions and contribute to the myriad of adverse effects from global warming. It 
goes against the Zero Carbon Act requirement to decarbonise and transition to a low emission economy.  
• Industrial mining on the scale proposed would both contradict, and jeopardize, the West Coast Regional 
Council’s own “Untamed Natural Wilderness” strategy, which promotes the West Coast’s most valuable 
asset: the natural environment. Local nature tourism operators and accommodation providers are likely to be 
adversely affected by the proposal, both by SH6 use as a mine haulage route and by subsequent reputational 
damage.  
• The potential adverse effects of radiation and the lack of a New Zealand code of practice for managing 
radiation safety in the mining industry.  
• The proposal is contrary to the Resource Management Act, and many national, regional and district level 
objectives and policies designed to protect the environment.  
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