




I am making this submission because I oppose the TiGa Minerals 

and Metals mine at Barrytown. 

 

I oppose the application due to the adverse effects of trucking on the 

environment and the road. 

The current road surface is vulnerable to slips, rockfall and coastal erosion, and is breaking 

down with the current use.  The road can be closed in adverse weather conditions, it has 

tight corners, and few passing lanes. 

The cost of repairing damage to SH6 from the increase in heavy truck movements could be 
significantly more than the applicant’s contribution to the Transport Fund    
Currently NZTA seems unable to maintain the road with the current use, so the surface is 
breaking down already in places.   
 
From the “Waka Kotahi Speed Management Plan” 

The West Coast’s dispersed settlement, relative isolation to neighbouring regions, 
vulnerability to adverse weather events and mountainous coastal terrain present 
significant challenges for the state highway network, which forms a critical lifeline link 
between the region’s communities and the remainder of the South Island. Safety, 
resilience, and access are critical given the vulnerability of West Coast highways to 
storms and surface flooding, slips, rockfall and coastal erosion. 

 SH6 is an exceptionally scenic tourism and freight route. It links many West Coast 
towns and settlements including schools and community amenities almost the length 
of the South Island from the Port of Nelson through to Invercargill. In parts it is a 
challenging and remote drive, with narrow lanes, many single lane bridges and 
roadside hazards, undulating terrain and tight corners, which increase the risk of 
crashes. 
 
As part of our analysis to determine the appropriate speed for a road, we consider 
the characteristics and nature of the road and its surrounding environment, how 
people are using the road, and collective safety risk. 

 The current speed limits are not appropriate for the characteristics and nature of the 
road, including where there are unpredictable, sharper bends and hazards 
 
“I oppose the application due to adverse environment costs far outweighing 
any short term economic  benefits 
 

The Great Coast Road lives up to its name and more. Named one of the world’s 

most beautiful coastal drives by Lonely Planet, it hugs 100 kms of constantly 

changing coastline, overlooked by mighty mountains covered in dense forest. 

(from Development West Coast) 



This coastal drive will be greatly impacted by the movements of 50 trucks a day 

The proposed mining would reduce the land elevation by 1.2m, potentially 
exacerbating climate impacts of coastal erosion and seawater incursion into 
groundwater from sea level rise and storm surges in a warming climate.  Storms in 
the last few years have increased in severity resulting in a marked increase in 
erosion. 
 
I am also concerned about the quality of the discharged water into the lagoon.  
Canoe Creek. 
What guarantee is there that there will be no contamination in this discharge.   What 
independent monitoring of the water discharge would be implemented and how 
effective would this be given the ongoing issues has with employment of suitable 
monitoring staff and its record of failure in the Kapitea Catchment. If the council is 
replying on the mining company to report any problems how can we be assured that 
this will be both accurate and timely and further, how can we be assured that the 
heavilty influenced mining interests on the regional council will not override the 
concerns of the monitoring regime.  I have a major trust issue born of recent 
negative impacts of prior council decision making.  I also do not believe that our 
council is impartial enough to be making any sort of determination on this proposal 
and I would submit that any decision being made on this proposal should be made 
by the Ministry for the Environment. 
 

I strongly oppose this application this application due to adverse effects on the 

special environment of the Barrytown and Coast Road area and the fact then mining 

and more particularly the transport of mined material will contribute negatively to our 

growing problem with climate change. 

 

 




