




SUBMISSION TO  THE WEST COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL: 

Barrytown Mineral Sand Mining 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF APPLICATION CONCERNING RESOURCE CONSENT 
Reference: WCRC: RC-2023-0046 GDC: LUN3154/23 

From:  Jill Sheppard, .  email :    ph   

I do not wish to speak at a hearing. 

I oppose the application due to adverse effects on amenity values and community well being; cycling 
safety and cycling tourism; and road suitability. I want the WCRC to refuse the application. 

Amenity and Community Values: 

My husband and I retired to Barrytown from Nelson seven years ago. We were attracted to the 
quietness of the area and of course the extraordinarily beautiful landscape from the bush covered hills 
to the green flats to the sea. Residing on a single road (SH6)  added to our feeling of community , our 
lifeline with others. 

Road traffic currently has limited impact - we are aware of milk tankers and larger trucks crossing 
bridges but they are few and far between. When the Punakaiki water front was being rebuilt about 3 
years ago with granite blocks coming from the south,  the increase in truck movements was very 
noticeable both visually and audibly but it was over a finite period and provided an essential service. 

We have many guests staying with us throughout the year, all comment on the beauty of the region, the 
quiet, and the calming effect of the wide green vistas up and down the coast. They have come to this 
area of the coast not only to see us but to enjoy this serene experience - the sound of bird life and the 
sea. The proposed area of the initial mining and processing plant is within the two km wide area 
between land and sea, hardly unnoticeable given a 24hr operation with lights and intense noise. 

We believe that if the TiGa operation were to go ahead the visual and audible impacts would decrease 
the areas attractiveness and aesthetic coherence, making it a less desirable place to live and visit. 

Cycling Safety: 

We are active cyclists biking regularly year round from our home in Barrytown north to Punakaiki, then 
alternately to Rapahoe Beach to the south.  On a fine day you can't beat the beauty of both rides. In 
summer as the tourist traffic increases we ride earlier in the morning, however at any time of the day 
we've had interesting moments with vehicles passing too close. This tends to be an issue when vehicles 
following trucks haven't seen us.  

Our SH6 is not a wide road, the white lines at the edge are very often pitted, pot-holed, grassed, and 
unrideable, necessitating riding out on the road - our right after all - a hairy experience when a following 
vehicle is passing  with oncoming traffic. Many  vehicles slow down but not all. The road south from 
Barrytown has many blind corners and poor forward visibility. In areas that we must take the centre 



road vehicles crawl behind,  adding pressure and unpleasantness (horns tooted). We know this road 
very well and where the areas are that we can pull aside to let vehicles - particularly trucks - go by safely 
but sometimes there isn't any space.  The traffic currently is manageable,  but given the level of 
proposed truck movements we would be seriously thinking of giving up our bike riding. 

Cycling tourism potential  in the region with the use of SH6 as the only connection between trails further 
north - Heaphy , Old Ghost Road, Charleston and south to the Wilderness Trail - needs to be considered. 
Not an attractive thought with a dramatic increase of heavy truck traffic. 

We should be able to cycle safely along a state highway, however we  believe the significant increase in 
heavy truck movements associated with the mine will create further dangers for all cyclists. 

Road Suitability: 

State Highway 6 is a fragile, high maintenance road, unfortunately without the high maintenance. Trucks 
carrying the rocks for Punakaiki waterfront rebuild carried on for almost a year. Parts of the more 
vulnerable road were badly damaged with no apparent repair by Waka Kotahi in the years since - 17 
Mile Bluff south to 12 Mile in particular. The Transport Fund that covers highway maintenance is under 
severe pressure. We do not wish to see our one and only road to deteriorate even further with a high 
schedule of heavy truck movements when repair and maintenance is so doubtful. 

In theory industrial use of a State Highway should be no different here than from anywhere else in NZ, 
but  the Coast road is subjected to sea surges, slips, creek overflows and washouts,  with road closures - 
full and partial a common occurrence.  An extra 50 truck and trailer movements per day as proposed by 
TiGa will adversely affect the condition of the road that cannot possibly be mitigated by Waka Kotahi. 

The risk to other traffic as large truck trailer units move on tight blind corners and very narrow stretches 
is apparent when overseas visitors use the highway, those who are unaccustomed to driving on tight 
narrow bendy roads. Will the area get a reputation for difficulty of driving due to the level of trucking?  

I strongly believe that the proposed level of truck movements is a serious risk for all other road users 
and will severely deteriorate the condition of SH6 to the detriment of all other users. 




